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Self-Assessment

MARGIN SYMBOLS'

Students record symbols or phrases in notebook margins to
point out to their teacher and to themselves areas they find
easy or difficult.

Introduce the purpose to students:

| need to know what you understand and what you don’t
so | will know what | need to review and spend more time
on in class. To find this out | am going ask you to record
symbols in the margins of your notebooks to let me know
what you do well or what you are still not sure about. Tak-
ing the time to do margin symbols also helps you know
where you need to spend your time and energy.

The context for this example is writing a math quiz.

1. On the overhead projector or electronic whiteboard
place a copy of a quiz that students have just completed (but
not yet handed in).

2. Tell students that you have made a guess at identify-
ing the three questions you thought would be difficult (D)
and three questions you thought would be easy (E). Show
students your choices by putting the letters ‘D’ or ‘E’ beside
your guesses.

3. Ask students to talk to another person about whether
they agree or disagree with your choices.

4. Ask students to record ‘D’ or ‘E’ in the margins on their
own quiz beside questions they thought were difficult or easy.

5. Collect the tests and look for patterns from the margin
symbols.

6. The next time the class meets tell students what you
learned from their margin symbols and what questions or
topics need review.

* Adapted from Thinking in the Classroom, British Columbia Ministry of
Education (1991), Victoria, British Columbia.
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Thiz is tvo hard.
Itz ay.
| bnow thic s0 well | %

can toach someone dlse,

| need ty do this
with PW% ner

| need more fime. @

Provide opportunities for practice:

Figure 3:
Class margin symbols

Have students work as a class to develop symbols or
phrases that they can use to indicate thoughts about

their learning, such as, “This is too hard,” “It's easy,

” ul

know this so well | can teach someone else,” “l need to
do this with a partner,” or “I need more time” (see figure

3).

Give students time to complete margin symbols on an
outline or overview before they begin a new unit. Then
at the end of the unit, have students record new margin

symbols using a different color ink to show the cha
in their learning (see figure 4).

Regularly provide time for students to record their th

nge

ink-

ing in the margins of notebooks, tests, work sheets, and
other work. Have students leave their pages with margin
symbols open on their desks so you can walk by and see

at a glance where students are having difficulty.
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26 Self-Assessment

New Unit: Poetry

We will be reading and writing different forms of poetry

in this unit. Here is a list of what we’ll be studying;:

Poetic Forms Beginning of Unit End of Unit

Date: OCT‘ 15 Date:

Haiku v

Cinquain ?

Diamante ?

Ballad ¢

Limerick W

Concrete Poem | W

Acrostic %

Found Poem ?

Free Verse ?

Bio Poem ?
Key
2 S don't bnow B fom.
v I've read this bejore.
W /'ve wiitfen a poen lite this.
Ko ths

Figure 4: Margin
symbols for unit
@l’l,
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